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DeKalb, Illinois



NIU   │ Business
Colleges/Departments 7   │ 5
Faculty 1,144   │ 103
Undergraduate 11,834   │ 2,154
Graduate 4,400   │ 808
Alumni 262,000   │ 54,796 



Business Accreditation Since 1969
Accounting Accreditation Since 1983
Last Extended in 2018-2019









Graduation 
Requirement
! 
1 activity in 
each of the 7 
continents

UBUS200 

• One Time Intro Class 

• 0 Credit Hours 

• Pass/Fail 

• First Semester 

o Intro to program & 
requirements 

o Set Goals 

UBUS201

• Culmination Class

• 0 Credit Hour 

• Pass/Fail

• Last Semester

o Complete Passport
o Feedback & Assessments
o Print 

co-curricular transcript & 
goals



3 SCHOLAR LEVELS: 
Continent Scholar
Passport Scholar 

Distinguished Business Scholar 



Passport Director 

•Curator 

•Communicate 

•Partnerships 

•Graduate Assistants/student worker 

•Instructor 



Before 
Suitable 

In-House System 
• Web based 

• Manual -track student progress

• List approved activities

• Print a co-curricular transcript 

• Slow 

• Log in multiple times a day 

• No digital link or badging 

• Limited reporting 



Summer 2020



Passport & Suitable

Transition activities and attendance 

Sync with NIU database

Branding 



Launch/Implementation Plan



Launch and 
Implementation Plan

Email Communications 
• Faculty & Advisors 
• Students 
• Passport partners 

Updated Website
UBUS200-Created a task 
UBUS201- Shared Scorecard 
Old Platform- no information 
Videos- 5 Min. with the Dean 
Student Organizations
Dean's student advisory 

board  



What worked well 

•#1 Seamless transition: All credits 
transferred & no data lost 

•Badges

•User Friendly- App 

•Increased reporting & data 

•Share Passport Scorecard on LinkedIn

•Improved Attendance Tracking

•Update & Evolve Program



Improved! 



Passport Badges  



Passport Scholars  

Spring 2021 

31.7%   

125 Scholars/ 394 Graduates  

36 

16
 

73



Evolved Continents









Engagement Outcomes



Dashboard 



UBUS200 Tag: 

During COVID report on engagement 
level of new students 



Individual 
Weekly Emails – 
track progress 
list activities

announcements



Individual 
Weekly Emails: 
Track progress 
List activities

Announcements

✔ All COB faculty & staff 
✔ Academic Advisors 
✔ Students 



Short Term 
Plans

•Monitor Progress of  Emails

•Leaderboard/Competitions

•Leveling 

•Push notifications 

•Social Media

•Training partners to submit events 
and log who is taking attendance 

•Training partners to display QR codes



Long Term Vision
Leveraging Business Passport Program in Recruiting

High School & Community College Partnership 

Grad Students - Colloquium credits 



Key TakeAways 

• Transformational Impact: Students go 
from check box to multiple pathways for 
engagement

• Increased data & reporting drives 
decisions 

• Partnerships: Curator of activites 



COB Passport Program 




